[Pseudomyxoma peritonei. A review].
Pseudomyxoma peritonei is a rare disease characterized by the presence of a large mucin component within the abdomen. Recent pathological and genetic advances indicate that they originate from an appendiceal adenoma or adenocarcinoma. Their prognostic is worse than ovarian border-line mucinous tumors (with which they are frequently confused). Currently, the histologic aspect permits to separate the diffuse peritoneal adenomucinosis (DPAM) originating from adenomas, with a relatively benign course, from the mucinous peritoneal carcinomatosis (MPC) originating from adenocarcinomas, with a very poor prognosis. Paradoxically, the treatment of these two diseases are rather similar, with supra-radical surgery as frequently as possible. This type of surgery allows to reach a crude 5-year survival comprised between 50% and 70%, with very different results according to the DPAM-type or the MPC-type. The adjunction of an intraperitoneal chemo-hyperthermia is logical for these two types of disease and probably increases the survival rate.